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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-40 are currently pending in the application. 

Priority 

No claim for priority has been made. The effective filing date of the application is 
August 31, 2001. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) was submitted on August 31 , 2001 . 
The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
• Page 1 1 , Line 6 refers to "client computers 820 (1 )-(N)\ However, in the figures, 
the client computers are referred to as 720 (1)-(N). 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lowry 
et al. (US Patent 6718371 ), hereinafter referred to as Lowry. 

In regards to claim 1 , Lowry discloses a method of establishing an interface 
between a service and an application comprising: 

• Providing a framework, the framework interfacing directly to the service and the 
framework directly interfacing to the application (figure 2 shows an outline of the 
Framework, directly interfacing a computer running an application with a 
computer hosting the XIS API processor which controls the services available, 
see also col 3 line 45 - col 4 line 4). 

• Registering the service with the framework (the XIS API acts as a service "hub" 
by registering the different applications and services available on the network,. col 
4 lines 5-22). 

• Providing service information from the framework to the application (the 
framework provides information to each application by utilizing the native APIs of 
the applications, col 4 lines 11-18). 



Application/Control Number: 09/943,940 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2153 

In regards to claim 2, Lowry discloses providing a configuration file from the 
service to the framework (col 4 line 54 - col 5 line 24 discusses parsing an XML 
configuration file describing the service to the framework). 

In regards to claims 3 and 7, Lowry discloses the configuration file is written in an 
extensible markup language (the configuration file discussed above is written in XML, 
see specifically col 4 lines 54-62). 

In regards to claim 4, Lowry discloses the framework processes the configuration 
file as part of the registering of the service (as the framework is initializing a service, or 
registering an application for the service, the configuration file is parsed and processed, 
col 5 lines 16-32). 

In regards to claims 5 and 8, Lowry discloses the configuration file is further 
comprised of extensible style-sheet markup language transformation files (col 4 lines 
32-36 discusses the use of style-sheets by the XIS service when analyzing/parsing XML 
documents). 

In regards to claim 6, Lowry discloses the configuration file further comprises: 
• Predefined user interfaces (the file includes which individual services need to be 
loaded for each user interface, col 5 lines 9-1 1 ). 
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• A list of target applications that are supported (each supported and required 
application is listed, col 5 lines 1 1-24). 

• A list of transformations that are supported (individual document object models 
are loaded to provided for any transformation of data needed, col 5 lines 16-24). 

• A list of application specific handlers (each application needed is handled by the 
appropriated loaded class of instructions, col 5 lines 25-32). 

In regards to claim 9, Lowry discloses a system of establishing an interface 
between a service and an application comprised of: 

• A framework interfacing directly to the service and the application, wherein the 
framework (figure 2 shows an outline of the Framework, directly interfacing a 
computer running an application with a computer hosting the XIS API processor 
which controls the services available, see also col 3 line 45 - col 4 line 4). 

• Registers the service (the XIS API acts as a service "hub" by registering the 
different applications and services available on the network, col 4 lines 5-22). 

• Provides service information to the application (the framework provides 
information to each application by utilizing the native APIs of the applications, col 
4 lines 11-18). 

In regards to claim 10, Lowry discloses the service provides a configuration file to 
the framework (col 4 line 54 - col 5 line 24 discusses parsing an XML configuration file 
describing the service to the framework). 
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In regards to claims 1 1 and 15, Lowry discloses the configuration file is written in 
an extensible markup language (the configuration file discussed above is written in 
XML, see specifically col 4 lines 54-62). 

In regards to claims 12 and 16, Lowry discloses the configuration file is further 
comprised of extensible style-sheet markup language transformation files (col 4 lines 
32-36 discusses the use of style-sheets by the XIS service when analyzing/parsing XML 
documents). 

In regards to claim 13, Lowry discloses the framework processes the 
configuration file as part of the registering of the service (as the framework is initializing 
a service, or registering an application for the service, the configuration file is parsed 
and processed, col 5 lines 16-32). 

In regards to claim 14, Lowry discloses the service provides a configuration file to 
the framework, wherein the configuration file further comprises of: 

• Predefined user interfaces (the file includes which individual services need to be 
loaded for each user interface, col 5 lines 9-1 1 ). 

• A list of target applications that are supported (each supported and required 
application is listed, col 5 lines 11-24). 
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• A list of transformations that are supported (individual document object models 
are loaded to provided for any transformation of data needed, col 5 lines 16-24). 

• A list of application specific handlers (each application needed is handled by the 
appropriated loaded class of instructions, col 5 lines 25-32). 

In regards to claim 17, Lowry discloses a computer system comprising: 

• A processor (each computer in Figure 2 has a processor). 

• A computer (Figure 2 shows several computers). 

• A computer readable medium coupled to the processor (each computer shown in 
figure 2 has software loaded, including an operating system, stored on computer 
readable medium). 

• Computer code encoded in the computer readable medium, configured to cause 
the processor to: 

o Providing a framework, the framework interfaced directly to a service and 
the framework directly interfacing to an application (figure 2 shows an 
outline of the Framework, directly interfacing a computer running an 
application with a computer hosting the XIS API processor which controls 
the services available, see also col 3 line 45 - col 4 line 4). 

o Registering the service to the framework (the XIS API acts as a service 
"hub" by registering the different applications and services available on the 
network, col 4 lines 5-22). 
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o Providing service information from the framework to the application (the 
framework provides information to each application by utilizing the native 
APIs of the applications, col 4 lines 1 1 -1 8). 

In regards to claim 18, Lowry discloses providing a configuration file from the 
service to the framework (col 4 line 54 - col 5 line 24 discusses parsing an XML 
configuration file describing the service to the framework). 

In regards to claims 19 and 23, Lowry discloses the configuration file is written in 
an extensible markup language (the configuration file discussed above is written in 
XML, see specifically col 4 lines 54-62). 

In regards to claim 20, Lowry discloses the framework process the configuration 
file as part of registering the service (as the framework is initializing a service, or 
registering an application for the service, the configuration file is parsed and processed, 
col 5 lines 16-32). 

In regards to claims 21 and 24, Lowry discloses the configuration file is further 
comprised of extensible style-sheet markup language transformation files (col 4 lines 
32-36 discusses the use of style-sheets by the XIS service when analyzing/parsing XML 
documents). 
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In regards to claim 22, Lowry discloses the configuration file further comprises: 

• Predefined user interfaces (the file includes which individual services need to be 
loaded for each user interface, col 5 lines 9-1 1 ). 

• A list of target applications that are supported (each supported and required 
application is listed, col 5 lines 1 1-24). 

• A list of transformations that are supported (individual document object models 
are loaded to provided for any transformation of data needed, col 5 lines 16-24). 

• A list of application specific handlers (each application needed is handled by the 
appropriated loaded class of instructions, col 5 lines 25-32). 

In regards to claim 25, Lowry discloses an apparatus for establishing an interface 
between a service and an application comprising: 

• Means for providing a framework, the framework interfacing directly to the 
service and the framework directly interfacing to the application (figure 2 shows 
an outline of the Framework, directly interfacing a computer running an 
application with a computer hosting the XIS API processor which controls the 
services available, see also col 3 line 45 - col 4 line 4). 

• Means for registering the service with the framework (the XIS API acts as a 
service "hub" by registering the different applications and services available on 
the network, col 4 lines 5-22). 
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• Means for providing service information from the framework to the application 
(the framework provides information to each application by utilizing the native 
APIs of the applications, col 4 lines 11-18). 

In regards to claim 26, Lowry discloses means for providing a configuration file 
from the service to the framework (col 4 line 54 - col 5 line 24 discusses parsing an 
XML configuration file describing the service to the framework). 

In regards to claims 27 and 31, Lowry discloses the configuration file is written in 
an extensible markup language (the configuration file discussed above is written in 
XML, see specifically col 4 lines 54-62). 

In regards to claim 28, Lowry discloses the framework processes the 
configuration file as part of the means for registering the service with the framework (as 
the framework is initializing a service, or registering an application for the service, the 
configuration file is parsed and processed, col 5 lines 16-32). 

In regards to claims 29 and 32, Lowry discloses the configuration file is further 
comprised of extensible style-sheet markup language transformation files (col 4 lines 
32-36 discusses the use of style-sheets by the XIS service when analyzing/parsing XML 
documents). 
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In regards to claim 30, Lowry discloses the configuration file farther comprises: 

• Predefined user interfaces (the file includes which individual services need to be 
loaded for each user interface, col 5 lines 9-11). 

• A list of target applications that are supported (each supported and required 
application is listed, col 5 lines 11-24). 

• A list of transformations that are supported (individual document object models 
are loaded to provided for any transformation of data needed, col 5 lines 16-24). 

• A list of application specific handlers (each application needed is handled by the 
appropriated loaded class of instructions, col 5 lines 25-32). 

In regards to claim 33, Lowry discloses a computer program product encoded in 
computer readable media, the Computer program product comprising: 

• A first set of instructions, executable on a computer system, configured to 
provide a framework, the framework interfacing directly to the service and the 
framework directly interfacing to the application (figure 2 shows an outline of the 
Framework, directly interfacing a computer running an application with a 
computer hosting the XIS API processor which controls the services available, 
see also col 3 line 45 - col 4 line 4). 

• A second set of instructions, executable on the computer system configured to 
register the service with the framework (the XIS API acts as a service "hub" by 
registering the different applications and services available on the network, col 4 
lines 5-22). 
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• A third set of instructions, executable on the computer system, configured to 
provide service information from the framework to the application (the framework 
provides information to each application by utilizing the native APIs of the 
applications, col 4 lines 11-18). 

In regards to claim 34, Lowry discloses a fourth set of instructions, executable on 
the computer system, configured to provide a configuration file from the service to the 
framework (col 4 line 54 - col 5 line 24 discusses parsing an XML configuration file 
describing the service to the framework). 

In regards to claims 35 and 39, Lowry discloses the configuration file is written in 
an extensible markup language (the configuration file discussed above is written in 
XML, see specifically col 4 lines 54-62). 

In regards to claim 36, Lowry discloses the framework processes the 
configuration file as part of the second set of instructions (as the framework is initializing 
a service, or registering an application for the service, the configuration file is parsed 
and processed, col 5 lines 16-32). 

In regards to claims 37 and 40, Lowry discloses the configuration file is further 
comprised of extensible style-sheet markup language transformation files (col 4 lines 
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32-36 discusses the use of style-sheets by the XIS service when analyzing/parsing XML 
documents). 



In regards to claim 38, Lowry discloses the configuration file further comprises: 

• Predefined user interfaces (the file includes which individual services need to be 
loaded for each user interface, col 5 lines 9-1 1 ). 

• A list of target applications that are supported (each supported and required 
application is listed, col 5 lines 11-24). 

• A list of transformations that are supported (individual document object models 
are loaded to provided for any transformation of data needed, col 5 lines 16-24). 

• A list of application specific handlers (each application needed is handled by the 
appropriated loaded class of instructions, col 5 lines 25-32). 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Buchanan et al (US Patent 6665674), a framework for processing messages and 
maintaining devices in a distributed computing environment. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John R Brancolini whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3948. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7am-5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (571) 272-3949. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




JRB 




Gl&NTCM B. B«RGESS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



